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Classified  By:  P/E  Chief  Leslie  Hayden  for  Reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d) 

1.1.  (C)  Summary:  Detained  pro-democracy  leaders  Min  Ko 

Naing,  Htay  Kywe,  and  Ko  Ko  Gyi  contacted  members  of  their 
organization  via  cell  phone  on  October  12,  instructing  them 
to  begin  demanding  that  the  GOB  release  them.  Meanwhile,  the 
88  Generation  Students  have  obtained  over  210,000  signatures 
for  their  petition  campaign  and  publicly  encourage  Burmese 
citizens  to  wear  white  until  Min  Ko  Naing 's  44th  birthday  on 
October  18.  The  88  Generation's  interim  leadership  has 
decided  against  holding  mass  demonstrations,  but  rather  will 
launch  a grass-roots  political  campaign,  based  on  a strategy 
they  used  in  prison,  to  encourage  Burmese  to  unite  at  local 
levels  and  demand  that  authorities  adhere  to  the  rule  of  law. 

End  Summary. 

12.  (C)  On  the  evening  of  October  12  three  of  the  detained  88 

Generation  Student  leaders  obtained  access  to  cell  phones  and 
called  members  of  their  organization.  Min  Ko  Naing  and  Htay 
Kywe  separately  called  acting  88  Generation  leader  Mya  Aye. 

Min  Ko  Naing  told  Mya  Aye  he  will  demand  that  regime 
authorities  tell  him  how  long  they  planned  to  detain  him  and 
provide  him  with  a date  of  release  for  all  five  leaders.  If 
the  authorities  refused  to  provide  this  information,  Min  Ko 
Naing  said  he  will  telephone  Mya  Aye  with  further 
instructions.  Ko  Ko  Gyi  called  a close  associate  and 
instructed  him  that  the  families  should  begin  to  sue  the 
government  for  their  sons'  release.  Mya  Aye  is  currently 
consulting  lawyers  on  how  to  proceed. 

1[3 . (C)  Meanwhile,  the  88  Generation's  signature  campaign 

continues  to  gain  momentum  and  the  interim  leadership  is 
formulating  a long-term  strategy  to  promote  peaceful 
political  change.  The  students  have  collected  over  210,000 
signatures  to  date  and  have  initiated  a public  "color 


campaign,"  encouraging  all  who  support  the  leaders'  release 
to  wear  white  shirts  from  now  until  October  18,  Min  Ko 
Naing ' s forty-fourth  birthday.  Because  of  the  initial 
success  of  the  signature  campaign,  the  Students  have  decided 
to  extend  the  deadline  an  extra  week,  until  October  23rd.  88 

Generation  leaders  have  informed  us  that  after  the  campaign 
is  over,  the  leadership  plans  to  present  the  petitions  to  the 
U.S.  Embassy  to  be  passed  to  USUN  Ambassador  Bolton  as  a way 
to  demonstrate  the  Burmese  public's  support  for  true  national 
reconciliation  rather  than  the  regime's  sham  National 
Convention.  If  the  National  Convention  is  concluded  and  the 
regime  holds  a fixed  referendum,  the  students  plan  to  present 
the  signatures  again  to  show  the  people's  opposition  to  the 
regime's  manipulated  "roadmap  to  democracy." 

1[4 . (C)  The  interim  leaders  told  us  they  have  collectively 
decided  not  to  hold  mass  demonstrations.  Instead  they  have 
prepared  a strategy  to  peacefully  protest  the  detentions 
within  the  law.  Former  political  prisoner  and  88  Generation 
Student  leader  "Jimmy"  told  us  their  new  campaign  will 
resemble  a strategy  they  used  in  prison  to  convince  prison 
guards  and  wardens  to  give  them  the  rights  entitled  to 
prisoners  under  Burmese  law.  In  prison,  political  prisoners 
passed  knowledge  of  the  laws  on  to  their  non-political  cell 
mates  and  encouraged  them  to  unify  and  approach  the  prison 
authorities  in  a non-threatening  manner  to  point  out  the 
rights  they  were  entitled  to  under  the  law,  asking  that  they 
be  respected.  After  several  discussions  between  prisoners 
and  the  guards,  many  prisoners  received  better  treatment  and 
more  freedom  to  associate  and  carry  out  political 
discussions.  Guards  would  sometimes  even  allow  political 
prisoners  to  hold  small  memorial  ceremonies  commemorating  the 
August  88  pro-democracy  uprising. 

15.  (C)  The  students  plan  to  combine  this  strategy  with 
knowledge  they  have  gained  from  human  rights  and  community 
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workshops  they  have  attended  at  the  American  Center  and 
British  Council  to  begin  building  political  opposition  at  the 
grass-roots  level.  Jimmy  told  us  Su  Su  Nwe ' s village  will 
serve  as  a model  for  this  strategy.  Her  township  has  an 
unusual  amount  of  political  activists  and  extraordinary 
unity.  Her  home  village  has  consistently  stood  behind  Su  Su 
Nwe  and  referred  to  Burmese  law  to  challenge  the  local 
authorities'  demands  for  illegal  forced  labor.  Because  the 
people  are  so  unified,  local  authorities  have  been  less 
abusive  to  the  villagers.  The  more  the  community  educated 
itself  about  the  protections  it  is  entitled  to  under  Burmese 
law,  the  more  unified  and  empowered  it  became.  The  88 
Generation  Students  plan  to  use  contacts  they  have  developed 
in  villages  throughout  the  country  to  educate  people  about 
the  rule  of  law  and  their  rights  under  Burmese  law.  If  their 
plan  is  successful,  they  hope  Burmese  citizens  will  begin  to 
use  this  greater  awareness  to  unite  and  demand  more  respect 
for  their  rights  from  local  authorities.  If  the  public  is 
less  divided,  Jimmy  said,  the  SPDC  officials  will  be  less 
able  to  abuse  their  authority. 

Vo.  (C)  Jimmy  said  the  signature  and  color  campaigns  are  the 
first  step  of  the  Students'  new  strategy.  Their  campaigns 
are  designed  to  test  the  political  mood  of  the  Burmese  people 
and  analyze  the  effectiveness  of  their  organization.  It  will 
also  test  the  capacity  of  their  campaigners  and  their  ability 
to  draw  out  the  public's  desire  for  political  change.  They 
have  been  pleasantly  surprised  by  their  success  so  far. 

Jimmy  said  the  students  deliberately  chose  white  for  their 
color  campaign  because  it  is  the  standard  color  for  most 
student  and  civil  service  uniforms.  This  would  introduce  an 
advantageous  note  of  ambiguity,  giving  cover  to  those  who 
wanted  to  participate,  but  were  afraid.  In  this  way,  people 
could  tell  authorities  that  they  are  only  wearing  their 
standard  uniform  knowing  themselves  that  they  also  supported 
the  detained  leaders. 

f.7 . (C)  Comment:  88  Generation  Student  leaders  recognize  that 


their  strategy  must  be  long-term  and  may  not  produce 
immediate  change,  but  the  210,000  signatures  they  have 
collected  and  unanticipated  early  success  of  their  color 
campaign  have  encouraged  and  emboldened  them.  The  Indian 
Ambassador  commented  to  the  Charge  that  the  Students'  success 
had  surprised  him  and  revealed  much  greater  willingness  to 
challenge  the  authorities.  After  an  initial  period  of  panic 
when  their  most  important  leaders  were  arrested,  they  rallied 
and  began  to  develop  realistic  strategies  for  grass-roots 
level  political  change  in  Burma.  As  their  efforts  succeed, 
others  are  joining  their  cause.  Last  week  two  NLD  youth 
activists  in  Bago  Division  were  detained  by  authorities  after 
successfully  convincing  an  entire  village  to  sign  the 
Students'  petitions.  These  small  victories  show  that  the 
students  refuse  to  be  intimidated,  and  that  a more  united  and 
active  opposition  in  Burma  is  emerging.  End  comment. 
VILLAROSA 


